SOME NEWS VALUES
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Every good news story contains certain essential elements. You will find that most people are aware of the six questions: WHO? WHAT? WHEN? WHERE? WHY? and HOW? If you are not sure of these, you should become familiar with them today. Along with these six questions, you have many other values to consider when reporting the news. This handout names some that you should become familiar with and consider when determining the newsworthiness of stories.

Impact: 

 facts and events have the greatest effect on the people.

Controversy: 

Arguments, debates, and legal matters increase the value. 

Emotion: 

Take into account human interest that touch emotions, people like emotion.

The unusual: 

The old journalistic cliché: “When a dog bites a man it’s not news. But when a man bites a dog, it’s news.”

Timeliness/Currency:

Did it happen recently? Old news is not news. What is on the minds of people?

Proximity: 

Concentrate on news that matters to people in the area. Local interest!

Usefulness:

Help the reader answer questions or solve problems.

Weight:

Significance in relation to other events.

